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Abstract 

The objective of this study is determining and analysing the effect of regional expansion, infrastructure 

development and productive economic activities toward people welfare in South Sorong. It is also conducted in 

order to know and analyze the dominant program on the people welfare in South Sorong. This research was 

conducted in South Sorong with quantitative and qualitative data applying multiple regression analysis. 

Regression analysis result showed that there is a significant relationship on variable regional expansion with 

people welfare in South Sorong-Papua. The development of infrastructure has a significant influence on people 

welfare in South Sorong-Papua. Productive economic activities also have an influence on people welfare in 

South Sorong-Papua. Partial analysis testing result discovers that infrastructure development factor has 

dominant effects on people welfare compared to the factors of regional expansion program and productive 

economic business. 

Keywords: regional expansion;  productive economic business. 

1. Introduction 

Kurniawati [7]  states that Regional Autonomy is a political and instrument administration/management 

instruments used to optimize local resources so that it can be utilized as much as possible for the better society.  
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The impact of reforms taking place in Indonesia, in terms of politics and public administration, is a paradigm 

and government system friction with pattern of centralized monolithic in the central government towards a 

system of decentralized governance (local democracy) in local government [6]. Regional autonomy as a form of 

implementation of the decentralization principle in governance initiated by the government in response to the 

society requirement, is essentially an application of the division of power concept that divides the state authority 

vertically [14]. In this context, the authority will be divided into central government and local government, 

which are legal constitutionally remain within the framework of Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia. 

The study on the content of legislation ever used to organize regional administration is still attract the attention 

of various circles and it opens up opportunities for debate [15]. Based on existing data, up until now the total 

regions of counties and cities in Indonesia are 410, consisting of 324 districts and 86 cities [15]. 

Major problems that hinder the formation of South Sorong as an autonomous region is a matter of local financial 

independence, lack of urban infrastructure to the resources of local government officials. The strong aspiration 

of South Sorong people to change South Sorong as an autonomous region was the main reason for the 

government to realize the South Sorong district. 

Based on the background that has been stated above, the problem of this study raised as follows: What are the 

effects of infrastructure development and productive economic business toward people welfare in South 

Sorong? What is the dominant program on the people welfare in South Sorong? 

2. Theoritical Framework 

2.1 Decentralization 

Decentralization is a means to achieve one state purpose providing better public services and creating more 

democratic decision-making process. The primary issue of decentralization is the success or failure of 

government to improve the efficiency and responsiveness of the public levels toward political and social 

interests of their community. The failure to implement the decentralization is primarily indicated from economic 

decline, political instability and public services decline  [11]. 

Decentralization according to  Sidik [11]   can be divided into four types: political decentralization, granting 

rights to citizens through elected representatives by a strong authority to make public decision. Administrative 

Decentralization, delegation of authority is intended to redistribute authority, responsibility and financial 

resources for providing public services. Administrative decentralization can basically be grouped into three 

forms, United Nations gives the notion of decentralization as "the transfer of authority away from the national 

capital Wether by deconcentration to field offices or by Devolution to local authorities or local bodies. These 

limit outlines how the authority was transferred from central to local government agencies, either through 

deconcentration and devolution [6]. 

Fesler defines decentralization as a power distribution switch or give a decision or policy-making to the local 

level so that the region has the autonomy to make its own policy [14]. According to  Yeremias  [15]  
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decentralization in fact takes two forms, the administrative and political nature. Administrative decentralization 

is usually called as deconcentration which means delegation of implementation authority to local levels. 

Thus it can be said that the main significance of decentralization lies in the local authorities to set their own 

policies in accordance with the conditions and aspirations of the local community.  

The implementation of regional autonomy puts a lot of hope for the resolution of various problems that hinder 

the development and progress of the region. Policy formation of South Sorong is one manifestation of the 

regional autonomy development. Therefore, in order to achieve regional planning in Indonesia, there are a few 

things that want to be achieved [10]: formation policy of South Sorong as an autonomous region would include 

a certain jurisdictions. Region in Indonesian governance is work environmentof general government [10]. 

Administratively, the working environment governance with regard to the limits of the jurisdiction of a region or 

also referred to regonal household. In the framework of these new regions, granting the status of a specific 

region implies as their provinces, districts and city as the divisions of the main region. Theoretically, in order to 

run the functions optimally, there are at least seven main elements that make up an autonomous regional 

government [4], they are: Existence of governmental affairs delegated to the regions. The occasions are the 

content of the regional autonomy as their basic authority to regulate and manage their own household. The 

existence of a lug of institutional autonomy delegated to the regions. The staffs are the employees who have a 

duty to run the autonomy occasioons that become household contents. The financial resource is used to finance 

the implementation of regional autonomy.  

The element of representation is the embodiment of the people's representatives who have gained the legitimacy 

to lead the regional administration. It is also expected to run efficient, effective, economic and accountable 

public services management. Supervision, monitoring and evaluation which are effectively and efficiently done 

are also needed. According to Simanjuntak [12]  dealing with the granting of regional autonomy, it needs to pay 

attention to the elements as follows, (1) the stability of the institution, (2) the availability of inadequate human 

resources, especially regional government staffs, (3) the economic potential of the region to dig their own 

sources of income. 

3. Materials and Methods 

This study is an explanatory reseach aimed to test the hypothesis that there is a relationship between the regional 

expansion, development of infrastructure and productive economic activities for people welfare in the district of 

South Sorong-Papua.  

The research variables were four, namely: the regional growth, infrastructure development, productive economic 

business and social welfare. The data used is quantitative data. The data analysis used is multiple linear 

regression analysis with SPSS software version 20. 

4. Result 

The regression analysis describes the effect of regional expansion, infrastructure development, productive 
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economic business and people welfare in South Sorong-Papua 

Table 1: Regression analysis 

Model 

Unstandardized 

Coefficients 

Standardized 

Coefficients 

T P B Std. Error Beta 

1 (Constant) 4.878 1.985  3.041 0.066 

X1. Regional 

expansion 

0.132 0.095 0.751 3.732 0.000 

X2. Infrastructure 

development 

0.679 0.078 0.782 3.921 0.004 

X3. Productive 

economic business 

0.452 0.098 0.634 3.660 0.020 

R2 = 0.654, Adj-R2 = 0.430 ; F = 32.244 (p=0.000) 

 

Regression analysis shows that there were a significant influence on the relationships of the three independent 

variables on the level of people welfare. Regression coefficients generated entirely positive sign, so that it can 

be interpreted that the regional expansions, infrastructure development and productive economic business will 

increase people welfare. Partial test results for each independent variable also gives the conclusion that all 

variables are significant on the level of welfare (p <0.05). Based on the standardized coefficients (beta), 

infrastructure development has the greatest coefficient compared to the others, 0.679. The results of this study 

are also consistent with the research that has been done by Simanjuntak [12]  that the regional expansion had a 

positive impact on the people welfare. Similarly, the result of the research conducted by  Darmawan,  Koswara 

[1,7]  discovers that there is a close relationship between the expansions and people welfare. The results of this 

study are also consistent with the reseach that has been done by Novitasari and Maryati (8) that there is a close 

relationship of infrastructure development to the welfare. It is also similar to the research done by Hapsari,  

Prasetyo [2,9] that there is a close relationship between infrastructure development and people welfare. 

5. Conclusion  

Results of testing regression analysis shows that each increase of variable input is in a ceteris paribus conditions, 

it can automatically improve the people welfare. The simultaneous test results are there is a close relationship on 

the regional expansions, infrastructure development and productive economic business to the people welfar. 

Similarly, the analysis of the partial testing results, the Infrastructure Development (X3) factor has a more 

dominant effect on the people welfare (Y) when compared to the regional expansions factor (X1), and 

Productive Economic Business (X2). 
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6. Suggestions 

Involvement of the village and district officials in the regional expansion program at least can be a material 

evaluation of the program performance. The role of the society helped the regional expansion program well. 

However, the people who work should be rewarded in any work that the role is limited to carrying out the work. 

Supports from the society also helped the regional expansions program but they also need incentives to become 

involved in programs related to regional expansion. The involved people to the program shoul be confirmed 

since there is only several people who works well. 
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